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MEMOIRS of GUSTAVUSIH. Kinc of Sweven. 


[From Sheridan’s Hiftory of the late Revolution.} 


es USTAVUS III. was about five-and twenty when he was 

proclaimed king of Sweden. From his mother, the 

refent queen dowager, fitter to the king of Pruffia, he feems to 

inherit the fpirit and abilities of his uncle: from his father, that 

benevolence of heart, which ftill renders the memory of Fre- 
deric Adolphus dear to the Swedes. 

Born with talents that would have reflected luftre on any rank, 
but peculiarly fuited to the exalted one which he was deftined to 
hold, his natural endowments were cultivated to the highett 
pitch, by an education the moit finiflied, and molt nicely adapted 
to a fituation which would probably one day require their fulleit 
exertion. 

By a graceful and commanding oratory, the moft captivating 
manner and infinuating addrefs, he caught the hearts of thoie 
who beheld him only in public ; by an extent of knowledge, and 
depth of judgement, he excited the admiration of fuch as had an 
opportunity of being nearer his perfon. But neither of thefg 
could as yet fufpect him of that genius for intrigue, of that bold 
and enmterprizing {pirit, which have fince diftinguithed him ; nei» 
ther could they hope that fuch a geniys, whilft it was exerted to 
promote the particular intereils of the prince who poffeifed it, 
fhould yet never lofe fight of the happinefs of the people ; thar 
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fuch a fpirit fhould be under the direétion of prudence, and in 
its courfe be marked by a moderation as amiable as it is rare. 
Negle€tfal of pleafures, yet not averfe to thein, without being 
diffipated, he talted the amufements of a court ; and, in the 
midit of the clofeft application to ftady, retained all that grace. 
ful eafe which qualifes to fhine in acircle. He —— with 


equal fuccefs the art of governing, and of pleaffng ; anda he 
knew alike how to gain the refpect, and win upon the affections 
of his future fubjects. 

Under the appearance of the moft difinterefted patriotifm, an 
ambition, great as his talents, lay concealed ; and, covered by a 
zeal for the welfare of his fubjecis, his defigns upon their liber 
ties might have efcaped the penetration of the moft fagacious. 

Sach were the talents, fuch theambition of a prince dettined to 
wield a fceptre, that could afford no fcope for the one, no gratifi- 
cation to theother: who, mailer of every popular art, was, in a 
popular government, to fubmit to the caprice of a fenate, or the 
dictates of a foreign minifter : who, fully equal to the tafk of go- 
verning others, was to be himfelf allowed no will of his own ; 
and who, poffeffed of the hearts of his people, was to be their 
king only in name ; was to content himielf with the gaudy 
trappings of royalty, which he defpifed ; and was to refrain from 
grafping. at that power which formed the frit objet of his 
withes, 

Nothing could exceed the demonfirations of joy teftified by the 
people at the arrival of the king at Stockholm, bat the amiable 
affability with which he received all who approached him. No 
conduct could be better calculated to extend his popularity to the 
remoteit part of his dominions, than that which he adopted. 

Three times a weck he regularly gave audience to all who 
prefented themfelves. It required neither rank, fortune, or in- 
terelt, to obtain accefs to him ; it was fuflicient to have been ine 
jured, and to have a legal caufe of complaint to lay before him. 
Ife littened to the meaneft of his fubjects with the dignity of a 
fovereign indeed, but at the fame time with the tendernefs of a 
parent: he entered into the minuteft details that concerned 
them ; he informed himfelf of their private affairs, and feemed 
to take all that intereft in their happinefs which is fo grateful to 
the unfortunate, and fo rarely to be met with in perfons whofe 
elevated tiation place them in a manner beyond the reach, or 
even the knowledge of the fufferings of the lower clafs of mane 
kind. 

When a fovereign condeicended to cares like thefe, he could 
not fail to be confidered as the father cf his people. In the 
varmth of their gratitude, they forgui that motives of ambition 
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might have had fome fhare in forming a condu& which to them 
appeared to proceed whoily from the pureft benevolence ; a con- 
duct, in which the tenor of his majefly’s attions has indeed 
proved he confulted his feelings ; but which has likewife been 
fince proved, by the event, to have been the wifeit he could have 
chofen for the purpofe of carrying the defign he meuitated into 
execution. 

If his Swedith majefty aimed thus fuccefsfully at popularity, 
he likewife endeavovred to perfuade the leading men of the 
kingdom into an opinion of his finccre and inviolable attachment 
to the conftitution of his country ; of his being perfectly {atit- 
fied with the fhare of power that conftitution had allotted hiin 5 
and took every opportunity to declare that he confidered it as the 
greateft glory to be the firit citizen of a free people. 

He feemed intent only on banifhing corruption, and promoting 
union ; he declared he would ever pay the moft implicit obedi- 
ence to whatever the diet fhould ena&,. 

Thefe profeffions created {ufpicions among a few, but they 
lulled the many into a fatal fecurity. Thofe, however, who pro- 
fefled a greater fhare of penetration, thought his majefty pro- 
mifed too much to be in earnefl ; and notwithitanding he main- 
tained an outward appearance of impartiality, they could not 
help obferving that ail his favourites were of the French party, 
as well as that the whole adminiftration was at the beck of the 
court of Verfailles,”’ 

Of the manner in which the revolution was effected, the fame 
author gives the following account ; 

** His Sy difh majefty, in the morning of the 19th of Au- 
guilt, determined to throw off the mafk, and feize by iorce upoa 
that power which the ftates had fo long abufed, or perith in the 
attempt. 

As he was preparing to quit his apartment, fome agitation 
appeared in his countenance ; but it did not feem to proceed 
from any apprehenfions for his own fate. Great as this prince’s 
ambition is, his humanity is not inferior toit. He dreaded left 
the blood of fome of his fubje&ts might be fpilt, in confequence 
of an enterprize which he could not flatter himfelf to fucceed 
in, without having recourfe to violence. 

His whole conduc during that day, as well as afier the revo- 
lution had taken place, juftifies this conjecture. 

A confiderable number of officers, as well as other perfons 
known to be attached to the royal caufe, bad been fammoned 
to attend his majefty that morning. Before ten, he was on 
horfeback, and vilited the regiment of artillery. As he pafled 
through the Rtreets, he was more than ufually courtcous to all he 
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met, bowing familiarly to the loweft of the people. On tha 
king’s return to his palace, the detachment which was to mount 
guard that day, being drawn up together with that which was to 
be relieved, his majefty retired with the officers into the guard 
room. He then addrefied them with all that eloquence of which 
he is fo perfe€t a mafler ; and after infinuating to them that his 
life was in danger, he expofed to them, in the Rrongeft colours, 
the wretched ftate of the kingdom ; the fhackles in which it was 
held by means of foreign gold ; and the diffentions and troubles 
arifing from the fame caufe which had diffracted the diet during 
the courfe of fourteen months. He affured them, that his only 
defign was to put an end to thefe diforders ; to banifh corrup- 
tion, reftore true liberty, and revive the ancient luftre of the 
Swedifh name, which had been long tarnifhed by a venality as 
notorious as it was difgraceful. Then affuring them, in the 
ftrongeft terms, that he difclaimed for ever all abfolute power, or 
what the Swedes call fovereignty, he concluded with thefe words, 
* I am oblized to defend my own liberty, and that of the king- 
dom, againit the ariflocracy which reigns. Will you be faith- 
ful tome, as your forefathers were to Guftavus Vafa, aad Gufta- 
vus Adolphus ? I will then rifk my life for your welfare, and that 
of my country.’ 

The officers, moft of them young men, of whofe attachment 
the king had been long fecure, who did not thoroughly, perhaps, 
fee into the requeft his majefly made them, and were allowed no 
time to refleé&t upon it, immediately: confented to every thing, 
and took an oath of fidelity to him. 

Three only refufed. One of thefe, Frederic Cederftrom, 
captain of a company of the guards, alledged he had already, 
and very lately, taken an oath to be faithfu! to the ftates, and 
confequently could not take that which his majefly then exacted 
of him. The king, looking at him tlernly, anfwered, ¢ ‘Think 
of what you are doing.’ ¢ I do, (replied Cederitrom), and what 
] think to-day, I fhall think to morrow; and were I capable of 
breaking the oath by which J am already bound to the ftates, I 
fhould be likewife capable of breaking that your majelty now re- 
quefts me to take.’ 

The king then ordered Cederftrom to deliver up his fword, 
and put him in arreft. 

His majefty, however, apprehenfive of the impreffion which 
the proper and refolute condutt of Cederftrom might make upon 
the minds of the other officers, thortly afterwards foftened his 
tone of voice; and again addrefling himfelf to Cederftrom, told 
him, that as a proof of the opinion he entertained of him, and 
the confidence he placed in him, he would return him his fwerd, 
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without infifting upon his taking the oath, and would only defire 
his attendance that day. Cederftrom continzed firm; he ane 
{wered, that his majefty could place no confidence in him that 
day, and that he begged to be excufed from the fervice. 

While the king was {hut up with the officers, fenator Ralling, 
to whom the command of the troops in the town haa been givea 
two days before, came to the door of the guard-room, and was 
told that he could not be admitted. The fenator infified upon 
being prefent at the diftribution of the orders, and fent in to the 
king ;. the firlt of which was, that the two regiments of guards 
and of artillery fhould be immediately affembled, and that a dee 
tachment of thirty-fix grenadiers fhould be pofted at the door of 
the council chamber, to prevent any of the fenators from coming 
out. 

Bot before thefe orders could be carried into execution, it was 
neceflary that the king fhould take another flep; a ftep upon 
which the whole fucceis of his enterprize was to depend This 
was, to addrefs himfelf to the foldiers ; men whally unacquainted 
with his defigns, and accuftomed to pay obedience only to the 
orders of the fenate, whom they had been taught to hold in the 
higheft reverence. 

As his majefty, followed by the officers, was advancing from 
the guard-room to the parade for this purpofe, fome of them, 
more cautious, or perhaps more timid than the reft, became, on 
a fhort refle€tion, apprehenfive of the confequences of the mea- 
fure in which they were engaged : they began to exprefs their 
fears to the king, that unlefs fome perfons of greater weight 
and influence than themfelves were to take part in the fame 
caufe, he could hardly hope to fucceed in his enterprize. The 
king ftopped a while, and appeared to hefitate: the fate of the 
revolution hung upon that moment. A ferjeant of the guards 
overheard their difcourfe, and cried aloud, * It thal! facceed : 
Jong live Guitavus.’? His majefly immediately faid, ¢ Then. I 
will venture ;’ and, ftepping torward to the foldiers, he addrefled 
them in terms nearly fimilar to thofe he had made ufe of to the 
officers, and with the fame fuccefs. They anfwered him with 
Joud acclamations : one voice only faid, ‘ No;’ but it was not 
attended to. 

In the mean time, fome of the king’s emiffaries had fpread a 
report about the towa that the king was arrefted. ‘This drew 
the populace to the palace in great numbers, where they arrived 
as his majelly had concluded his barangue to the guards. They 
teftified, by reiterated thouts, their joy at feeing him fafe; a joy 
which promiicd the hzppieft conclufion to the bufinefs of the 
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The fenators were now immediately fecured. They had, from 
the window of the council-chamber, beheld what was going for- 
ward on the parade before the palace; and, at a lofs to know 
the meaning of the fhouts they heard, were coming down to en- 
quire into the caufe of them ; when thirty grenadiers, with their 
bayonets fixed, informed them it was his majefty’s pleafure they 
fhould continue where they were. They began to talk in a high 
tone, but were anfwe.ed only by having the door fhut and locked 
upon them. ; 

The moment the fecret committee heard that the fenate was ar- 
refted, they feparated of themfelves, each individual providing 
for his own fatety. The king then mounting his horfe, followed 
by his officers with their {words drawn, a large body of foldiers, 
and numbers of the populace, went to the other quarters of the 
town, where the foldiers he had ordered to be aflembled were 
potted. He found them all equally willing to fupport his caufe, 
and take an oath of fidelity to him, As he pafled through the 
ftreets, he declared to the people that he only meant to defend 
them, and*fave his country ; -and that if they would not confide 
in him, he would lay down his fceptre, and furrender up his 
kingdom. So much was the king beloved, that the people, 
(fome of whom even fell.down upon their knees), with tears in 
their eyes, implored his majefty not to abandon them, 

‘The king proceeded in his courfe, and in lefs than an hour 
made himfelf matter of all the military force in Stockholm.” 





CHARACTERS of two REMARKABLE LADIES, 
To the PRINTER, 


SIR, 


HAVE fpent the greatef portion of my time in what are 
] called the politeit families ; bat, alas! they are only called 
fo, as many of them, through a ridiculous imperious conduct, 
fink themfelves greatly below what they call plebeian. As they 
moft certainly conceive themfelves of a fuperior order of beings, 
it feems altogether unaccountable to me that they fhould not en- 
deavour to attain to perfections that would give fome colour to 
their claim to this diftinguithed pre-eminence : but, from the ge- 
neral tenor of their conduct, they feem to affe& imperfetioas 
and abfurdities to attain that chara€ter. But as fa€ts are always 
more ftrikirg than the molt fevere reprehenfions to reprove vice, 
I faall give you a fetch of the characters of two ladies whom I 
had 
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had the honour to ferve ; or, in other words, whofe rigorous 
mandates I was compelled toexecate, and whofe imperious be- 
haviour I was neceflitated to endure. 

My firit miftrefs, who was a widow, was one who had adopted 
it as an undeniable truth, that thofe whom fhe ftiled the vulgar, 
were only to be confidered as vaffals or flaves; and her condutt 
evinced her attachment to thefe principles. The firft three weeks 
after l entered the fervice, I feldom faw this modern fulranefs, 
but received my orders from another perfon. I was in fome 
hopes that my fervices would be rendered fomewhat more toler- 
able by my acting under commiffion ; but I was deceived. It 
feems her eldeft fon (who was about feventeen years of age, a mi- 
nute puny dwarf,about four feet high), had reprefented to his mo- 
ther that I had dared, one evening in fummer, to requeft his goiag 
to bed at eleven. Her highnefs gave me to underftand, that a gen- 
tleman (meaning her {caramouch) was not tobe infulted by crea- 
tures like me :—that her fon fhould go bed when he pleafed, 
unlefs perfons of confequence gave orders to the contrary.——-Was 
her fon to be ordered by the fcum of the earth? She then com- 
manded this minute geatleman, in my heaiing, not to {peak to, 
or make the leaft familiarity with fuch low creatures. ‘This was 
followed by a ftern look at me, accompanied with a dreadful me- 
nace what fhould be the confequence of my future temerity. 

This infatuated woman was fo confummately ambitious as to 
order me to take the mop and {cour the place wherein any vifitor 
happened to ftand while fpeaking to her, although his or her 
feet were as clean as the boards themfelves. ‘1 his piece of au- 
dacity was, I fuppofe, to intimate that the would not fit near the 
place which was polluted by the feet of any other perfon. ‘This 
inftance of the extravagance of human vanity and abfurdity, 
may perhaps be difpured by many, but it is as true as I now 
grafp this pen with whichI write. It were needlefs to recount 
all the impertinencies the daily teafed me with. Suffice it to 
know, that I laboured to pleafe her, but feend it impofible: fhe 
who was a pelt to her own happinels, eavied that any other mor- 
tal thould thare any peace. She was, however, taken off ina 
few hours illnefs, and left this world in the greateft horror and 
defpair. 

My fecond miftrefs was one who was nearly as proud asthe 
former, but it confiited chiefly in a violent paflion for dreis and 
equipage: and in this particular fhe was often mortified to fuch 
a degree as to overpower her feafes, and throw her into fits, Aan 
inftance of this I fhall now relate. Being on a vilitto a neigh 
bouring Jady, (with whom my miltrefs was ever vyiag for {plen- 
dour), the atieraoon was {peut with the udual gaiety 5 when, oa 
leaving 
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leaving the drawing-room, my mittrefs happened to bruth againft 
the head cook-maid, who appeared remarkably elegant, in a neat 
light grounded flowered chintz, My miftrefs was ftruck with 
her appearance ; and viewing her earneftly, ** Jenny, (cried fhe), 
reach me the lavender !’’ and immediately fell down into a 
fwoon. After having recovered herielf, the ordered her chair to 
be got ready with all imaginary expedition. After we got home, 
fhe called me up toher; ** Jenny, (faid the, with a voice inter- 
rupted with a tremulous accent), did you obferve the creature’s 
infolence ? Unpin me!” ** La, Madam, (laid I), what is it of- 
fends your ladyfhip ?” ‘* Offends ! fuch infolence is not to be 
borne ! a chintz too! I fhall die with indignation.” ‘* Mrs. 
Sufan’s gown you mean, | fuppofe, Madam,” faidI ‘* Mrs. 
Sufan ! Eithy trollop! Mrs. Safan! ha! ha! ha! Here, take 
this, (giving me the gown), you will now be as fine as that minx. 
Well ! I never met with fo audacious an affront before. Had 
lady Gadabout infirmed me fhe had thrown her gown to that 
wretch, ’twould have been fome fatisfaction ; but to fuffer the 
creature to wear it in my prefence, before I had caft off mine, 
"twas intolerable.’? Marry, (thought I), if youfhould receive fuch 
affrontsevery day, provided they terminated thus in my favour, [ 
care not. 

This night was, however, an irkfome one tome. It was her 
cuftom to have me to comb her hair a full hour every night bee 
fore the went to fleep ; or rather, it was my bufinefs to lull her 
to fleep with combing. Fourteen different combs were each 
night fucceflively applied to her hair with affiduous labour ; but 
this night was marked for my having to bettow five full hours in 
the painful tafk. Often did I reft my wearied arms, and as often 
did I renew the painful tafk. At lait I got her to fleep, and, lifte 
ing her into bed, found means to creepto my own. Her anger 
too was moft ungovernable and arofe on trivial occafions ; nay, 
fometimes from no occalion at all. One day (after having laid 
the cloth for dinner) the bell rang with more than ordinary 
quicknefs : I flew to my mittrefs, who, as foon as I entered, 
darted her eyes (which beamed with fire) full upon me, and, 
without {peaking one word, f{natched one of the forks from the 
table, which the Hung with fuch violence, that (asl turned to fhun 
the blow) it ftruck me on the back part of my head, and ftuck 
there. Iwas in fuch terror, that ] ran as far asthe kitchen with 
the fork in my. head, not having prefence of mind to draw it out 
again, which was done by the butler, who fwore I looked like 
lady Macbeth in the tragedy. 1 {:w her no more that day but 
next morning I was recompenied with a brocade filk gown, very 
little the woric tor wear; 1 was, however, for fome days exceeds 
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ingly fore. Her temper, notwithftanding this, broke out as vio- 
lent as ever, not many days after, on a very trivial occafion. It 
were endlefs to recount the many bruifesand ftrokes I received in 
her fervice. Suffice it to know, that in a few years after this 
javelin affair the died of a furfeit by eating lampreys.——I thal! 
now clofe this narrative (which [ could lengthen out much far- 
ther) with obferving, that from the tketches already drawn, you 
may be enabled to judge what fatisfaction thofe minds can ene 
joy, who are 4 mar or rather too filly, to make ufe of the 
means that would make them beloved by their fervants, and en- 
joy in themfelves the tranquillity that is infeparable from humi- 
lity and virtue. 
I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 
JANE SOPHIA SMITH. 





Defcription of the Plain of Vola, where the Kings of Poland are 
cleBed, with an Account of the Manner in which the EleBion is 


conduaed, 
[ From Coxe’s Travels. ] 


URING my continuance at Warfaw, I vifited the {pot 
where the kings of Poland are chofen. I was fo fortunate 
as to be accompanied by a nobleman of the fenate, who very 
obligingly explained all the forms and ceremonies of the elec- 
tion, and anfwered all the queftions which my curiofity fuggefted 
to me upon the occafion. Immediately upon my return to Ware 
faw, while my memory was yet warm, I noted down the follow. 
ing account of the place and mode of ele¢tion: I was more cir- 
cumftantial than ufual, as well becaufe the fubje& is interelting, 
as becaufe moft of the defcriptions which I have read of this ce- 
remony abound with errors. 

The fpot which is fettled by the conftitution for the place of 
eleétion, is the plain of Vola, about three miles from the capi- 
tal. In the midft of this plain are two enclofures of ground, one 
for the fenate, and the other for the nuncios. The former is of 
an oblong fhape, furrounded by akind of rampart, or ditch ; in 
the midft of which is ereéted, at the time of election, a tempo- 
rary building of wood, called /zepa, covered on the top, and 
open on the fides. Near it is the other enclofure for the nun. 
cios, of a circular fhape, from which it derives its name of 4olg 
or circle, within which there is no building erefted, the NUNC{og 
affembling in the open air. When the two chambers are joingg 
thev meet within the 4o/a, the fenators chairs, and the bench, 
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for the nuncios, being ranged in the fame regular order as in the 
fenate-houfe at Warlaw, while the feat of the primate is placed 
in the middle. ‘The /zopa is always pulled down at the clofe of 
the election ; fo that [ could only trace the fite of the encloiures, 
the ramparts of earth remaining in the fame ftate. I had an op- 
portunity, however, of {eeing a painting reprefenting the /xopa, 
and whole fcene of action ; which, as l was informed, was per- 
feétly accurate. 

But before I defcribe the election, it will be neceflary to give a 
fhort detail of the principal occurrences which precede that cere- 
mony. 

Upon the king’s demife, the interregnum commences : the re~ 
gal authority is then vefted in.the archbifhop of Gnefna, primate 
of Poland, as interrex, or regent. He announces the death of 
the king by circular letters, convokes the dietines and diets of 
convocation ; and, in a word, performs all the functions of roy- 
alty during the vacancy in the throne. 

‘The diet\which is firft convened upon the fovereign’s deceafe,is 
called the diet of convocation, and is always held at Warfaw, 
previous to the diet of election, which aflembles in the plain of 
Vola. The fovereign authority refides in this affembly, in the 
fame manner as in thofe which are fummoned while the throne 
is filled. The primate prefides like the king, with this diffe. 
rence, that he does not place himfelf upon the throne, but fits in 
an armed chair, ftationed in the middle of the fenate-houfe.— 
The diet iffues out acts, or ordinances, arranges or changes the 
form of government, fettles the Pada Conventa, and appoints 
the meeting of the diet of election. The interval between the 
ceath of the king and the nomination of his fucceffor, is uncer- 
tain ; its longer or fhorter duration depends upon the intrigues 
and cabals of the candidates, or the pleafure of thofe foreign 
powers who give law to Poland. It is always a flate of turbu- 
lence and licentioufnefs: the kingdom is divided into endlefs 
parties and factions ; juflice is in a manner fufpended, and the 
nobles commit every diforder with impunity. 

Unanimity being requifite in a]] matters of ftate, it is eafy to 
conceive the delays and cabals, the influence and corruption, em- 
ployed to gain the members in the diet of convocation. As foon 
os all the points are adjufted, whether the atts have paffed una- 
nimoufly or otherwife, the members, previous to their feparation, 
enter into ageneral confederacy to fupport and maintain the re- 
folutions of the diet. 

[This unanimity, in fact, does not exift ;, for the flrongeft fide 
forces the weaker to accede, or to retire: yet, in the dict of 
1768, it was enacted, that ia the dicts of convocation flate quef- 
tions 
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tions could only be carried unanimoufly. Several diets of con- 
vocation have been frequently aflembled before all the affairs 
could be finally arranged. } 

At the appointed day the diet of eleétion is afflembled, during 
which Warfaw and its environsis a fcene of confufion, aod fre- 
quently of bloodfhed. The chief nobility have large bodies of 
troops in their fervice, and repair to the diet, attended by their 
numerous vaflals and a large retinue of domeftics ; while each 
petty baron, who can afford to maintain them, parades about 
with his retainers and flaves, 

On the day in which the diet of ele&tion is opened, the pri- 
mate, fenate, and nobility, repair to the cathedral of Warfaw, to 
hear mafs and a fermon ; from whence they proceed in due or- 
der to the plain of Vola. The fenators enter the /zopa, and 
the nuncios take their places within the sola; while the other 
nobles are ftationed in the plain. The fenators and the nun- 
cios, after having paffed their refpe€tive refolutions, as in the or- 
dinary diets, afflemble together in the £o/a ; when the primate, 
feated in the middle, lays before them the objects to be taken 
into confideration ; the Pa&a Conventa, fettled at the diet of 
convocation, are read and approved, all neceflary arrangements 
made, and the day of ele¢tion appointed. The diet then 
gives audience to the foreign minifters, who are permitted 
by recommendation to interfere in the choice of a king, and to 
the advocates of the feveral candidates. All thefe affairs take 
up feveral days ; and woold perhaps never be terminated, as una- 
nimity is requifite, if the aflembly was not overawed by the fo- 
reign troops, who are always quartered near the plain of elec- 

tion. 

Upon the day appointed for the election, the fenate and nun- 
cios aflemble, as before, in the fo/a, while the nobles are ranged 
in the open field in feparate bodies, according to their feveral pa- 
Jatinates, with ftandards borne before them, and the principal 
officers of each diftri& on horfeback. ' 

The primate, having declared the names of the candidates, 
kneels down and chants a hymn ; after which, the fenators and 
nuncios join the gentry of their refpective palatinates : then the 
primate, on horfeback, or in a carriage, goes round the plain to 
the different bodies of the gentry, as they are ftationed accord 
ing to their palatinates ; and, having collected the votes, proe 
claims the fuccefsful candidate. Each noble does not give his 
vote feparately, for that would be endlefs; but when the prie 
mate goes round, the collected body of each palatinate name the 
perfon they efpoufe, At the conclufion of this ceremony the af- 
sembly breaks op. 
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On. the following day the fenate and nuncios return to the 
plain ; when the fuccefsful candidate is again proclaimed, and 3 
deputy difpatched to acquaint him of his elettion, as no candi- 
date is allowed to be prefent. After the proclamation, the gen- 
try retire ; and the diet of coronation is diffolved. 

All ele&ions are contefted ; but for fome time they have al- 
ways been unanimous upon the fpor, from the terror of a neigh 
bouring army. Incafe of an oppofition, the party who will not 
accede retire from the plain, and remonftrate againft the eleétion ; 
and, if they are fufficiently ftrong, a civil warenfues. If it were 
not for the interference of foreign troops, the confufion, dif- 
order, and bloodfhed attending fuch a popular election (as was 
formerly the cafe), would be better conceived than defcribed : 
and thus the country draws fome advantage from an evil, which 
is confidered by the Poles as the difgrace and {candal of every 
eleGion. 





Two admirable Reafons for going to War. 


HOEVER confiders the wars in Europe for fome centu- 
ries paft, may feldom find a,better reafon for them, than 
that which induced the king of Pegu, to declare war, in 1558, 
againfl his majefty of Siam. The king of Pegu, it feems, nave 
ing been informed that the king of Siam had two white elephants 
(which are very rare, and much admired in thole parts) fent an 
ambaflador to the court of Siam to demand one of them, at any 
price that might be fixed; but the Siamefe monarch refufing to 
comply with this demand, his exaiperated neighbour entered his 
territories with a vaft army, conquered the whole country, and 
made it tributary, at the trifling expence of—s509,000 men !—= 
An admirable Afiatic reafon for going to war! 





An European one of equal moment! Not a white Elephant, 
but @ window ! ~The French minifter Louvois, having been very 
harfhly treated by Lewis XIV. on account of the window of a 
building he was making for the king, came home filled with in- 
dignation, which he vented in the prefence of Tilladet, St. Ro- 
maine, and Villacerf: ‘* Iam undone,” faid he, ** it I donot 
find bvfineis for a man, whom the flighteft trifles put intoa paf- 
fion. War is the only thing which can take him from his build~ 
ings. By G=~, he fhall have it, finceeither he or | muff.” la con- 
fequence of this, the famous league of Augfburgh was so 
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and all Europe putinto a flame, becaufe a window was made toe 
broad or too narrow. 





Defcription of the White Fig Tree and Sour Sack. 
{From Chrifttopher Woif’s Defcription of the Ifland of Ceylon.] 


HE delicious figs, which the country people are fo fond of 
feeing grow round about their cottages, are in high efti- 
mation with them. Thefe figs are not of the fame fort as thofe 
thatare natives of Portugal, and are cultivated with us in Ger- 
many, but differ from them totally. Ofthefe, there are above 
twenty different fpecies, all of which have an agreeable fweet 
tate. They differ much, however, as wellin degree of fweet- 
nefs, as in magnitude, ‘T'itere are fome nine inches long, fome 
fix, others-again but half that length; at the fame time, that 
they areas thick as the arm of a child that is twelve months old. 
The fkin i8 yellow throughout its whole fubftance ; the inner 
party which partakes more of a mealy, than of a watery natare, 
is perfecily!white. Abdut fifty of thefe figs, more or lefs, in 
roportion as they are of a larger or {maller fort, hang on one 
Falk. The tree that bears them, is not of a woody natare, but 
confifts rather of a fpongy fubftance, and muft be watered cone 
ftantly: And, indeed, the beft fort is always found near fprings. 
Tt bears figson one ftalk only, after which it dies: But in the 
mean while the ftem produces fo many young fhoots,that you may 
well afford to give it refpite; and in a fhort time you will have 
more figs from its newoffspring. The leaves of this tree have a 
beautiful appearance, and are of a very foft texture and fubftance. 
They are often above two ells or four Englith feet long, and 
more than an ell in breadth, and ferve the country people for 
plates and difhes at their meals. The inhabitants confider thefe 
figs as a capital prefent, as they are well apprifed thatthe Eu- 
ropeans are very fond of them. The Ro/lawei is very apt to 
fall foul on thefe figs, whilft the country péople are afleep ia their 
beds; on which account they are obliged to gather them, almoft 
throughout the whole country, before they are quite ripe. 

** Fake, or Sour-Sack, [Sauer- Sack] is chiefly found, all over 
the iflauds, in gardens. This fruit grows on a tolerable large 
tree, to the thicknets of a ttout luity man, hanging onit like a 
well flufied fack, It is green, witha cartaliginous rind; on the 
inlide yeliow, and divided into a number of partitions; in each 
of which there is a kernel, ip colour and tafle perfeClly refemb!- 
ing the cheinut. ‘The fruit itfelf is agreeably fweet, and grows 
to 
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to the fize of a large water-bucket, weighing, perhaps, twenty 
pounds, The Dutch have givenit the name of Sour Sack, to 
fignify, that on account of its great fize, it muft be four-fauce 
for the tree to bear the weight of it. 





An ANECODOT E. 


HEN the earl of.,Stair was laft ambaffador in Holland, 
he made frequent entertainments, to which the foreign 
ambafladors were conftantly invited, not excepting the abbe 
de Ville, the ambafflador of France, with whofe nation we 
were then upon the point of breaking. In return the abbe de 
Villeas conftantly invited the Englifh and Auftrian ambafladors 
upon the like occafions. ‘The abbe was a man of vivacity, and 
was remarkable for a certain quaintnefs, in which he feemed to 
take great pride. Agreeable to this humour, he one day pro- 
pofed a health in thele terms: ‘* The rifing fun—my matter ;” 
alluding to a motto of Lewis XIV. which was pledged by the 
whole company. It then came to the turn of the baron de 
Reifhach, the Auftrian ambaflador, to give a health; and he, 
to.countenance the Frenchman, and to pleafe him; propofed 
«* The moon and fixed flars,” in compliment to his miftre{s the 
Emprefs Queen, which was greatly applauded. When it came 
to the Englifh ambaffador’s turn, the eyes of all the company 
were turned upon him; but the earl of Stair, whofe prefence 
of mind was never wanting upon ordinary as well as great oc- 
cafions, drank his mafter by the name of ** Jofhua the fon of 
Nun, who made the fun and the moon to ftand itill.’”’ 





Aw AN ECD OT E, 


IR George Rook, before he was made admiral, had ferved as 
S a captain of marines upon their firfteftablifhment ; and be- 
ing quartered on the coatt of Effex where the agues made ha- 
vock among his men, the minifter of the village where he lay 
was fo harraffed with the duty, that he retufed to bury any more 
of them without being paid his accuftomed fees. The captain 
made no words, but the next that died he ordered to be carried 
o the miniffér’s houfe, and laid upon the table of his great hall; 
this greatly embarraffed the poor clergyman ; whoin the full- 
ne{s of his heart fent the captain word, that if he would cavfe 
the dead man to be taken away, he would nevermore difpute it 
with 
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with him, but would readily bury him and his whole company 
for nothing. 





ANECDOTES OF MADAME NECKER. 


HE widow of an officer, who had diftinguifhhed himfelf 

in the fervice of this country, having got together a num- 

ber of interefting deeds and parchments, fold the collection to 

the crown for a fmall annuity. The director-general of the 

finances put off for a year, for fome political reafon, the payment 

of all penfions. The unhappy widow, finding herfelf very much 

embarraffed, endeavoured in vain that an exception fhould take 

place in her favour. She was advifed to write a pathetick let- 

ter to Madam Necker, from whom hhe received the following 
anfwer : 

«¢ T am truly forry, Madam, that I have it not in my power to 
be of ferviceto you. From the moment that my hufband was 
honoured with the confidence of his royal matter, he required 
of me that I fhould never folicit for any body; hitherto I have 
{crupuloufly adhered to his requeft, and applauded the motive 
that diétated it, but fince I have been favoured with your letter, 
I find that I have fubmitted myfelf to too fevere a law, and [ 
feel myfelf unhappy at not being able to exert myfelf for you. 
Let this not make you defpond: I hope to difcover fome indire& 
means by which I may forward your wifh.”” 

The next day the widow received a letter from Mr. Necker, 
in which he informed her, that his majefty, to indemnify her 
for the delay of the payment of her annuity, was gracioully 
pleafed to double her penfion ! 





In the year 1754, the Compte de Lautree, captain of dragoons 
in the French fervice, was, in confequence of a royal mandate, 
confined in the caltle of Ham, in Picardy: He was put intoa 
horrid dungeon, deprived of both fire and light, and having 
nothing to cover him but a kind of a iartowt, which was by the 
half too fhort, and withal much torn and gnawed by the rats, 
which partook of the miferable pittance that was allowed to the 
wretched gentleman. 

This unhappy victim to defpotifm remained nine-and-twenty 
years io this ftate of horror and defpair, He was feen there by 
an individual. Rats of an enormous fize were found in the kind 
of bed on which he repofed himfelf, At his firft coming into 
9 the 
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the dungeon the rats all ran away from him, as they faw he was 
not of the fame nature with them, but by degrees they became 
quite familiar. The perfon who faw the compte helitated 
whether he could rank him in the clafsof human beings; his 
beard was nearly as long as his hair, and there was no approach - 
ing him, on account of the fuffocating fmell that proceeded from 
him. 

Compte de Lautree feemed deftined to end his days in that abo- 
minable dwelling, but Madame Necker hearing of his fituation 
from the Marquis de Beaudan Paraber, fhe threw herfelf at his 
majefty’s feet, and requefted that a commiflioner might be fent 
to the caftie of Ham to verify whether the Compte de Lautree’s 
mifery was equalto what fhe had learned about it. A Mr. le 
Blanc was accordingly difpatched ; after having carefully exe- 
cated his orders, he gave Madame Necker a circumftantial de- 
tail of the deplorable fituation of the compte: This humane 
lady obtained a penfion of 600 livresa year from his Majetty, to 
which fhe generoufly added 360 for the fupport of the unhappy 
ptifoner. ‘The commanding officer of the caftle was ordered to 
allow him proper food and clothing, and to permit him to walk 
about within the precincts of the fortrefs. 

While we admire the generofity of this benevolent woman, 
we cannot but pity thofe who live under a tyrannical government, 
and blefs heaven for having called us into exiftence in a country 
where fubjeéts are treated like men! 





Ayn ANECOD OT E, 


Few years ago a clergyman, of a very turbulent temper, who 

was always at variance with his parifhioners, and was not 

only excellent at ufing the argumentum bacculinum, but was equally 
fkilled in the art of bruifing, which many of his hearers had at 
times experienced, happened to be fummoned as an evidence 
ppon atrial at acountry aflizes. ‘The counfel who interrogated 
him, having previoofly been made acquainted with his charaéter, 
in order to embarrais him in his depofition, began with fay- 
ing, ** Sir, I underftand you are known in the parith you belong 
to hy the name of the Boxing Parfon.” ‘To which the clerical 
hero, with a firmnefs of tone and fiercenefs of afpeét, that almott 
threw the man of the law into an ague, inftantly replied, ** Maf- 
ter lawyer, if you have the fmaileit doubt of my ability in that 
art, do me the favour of ftepping out of court, and I will give it 


you from under my band,” 
ABSTRACT 
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ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK’s LAST VOYAGE. 
[Continued from Page 116.] 


€ HIS Oftrog,” fays Capt. King, ‘* was pleafantly firuated 

by the fide of the river ; and confitted of three log- houfes ; 
three jourts, or houfes made under ground ; and nineteen 
balagans, or fummer habitations, We were conducted to the 
dwelling of the ‘Toion, who wasa plain decent man, born of a 
Ruffian woman, by a Kamefchadale father. His houfe, like all 
the reft in this countty, was divided into two apartments, A 
long narrow table, with a bench round it, was all the furniture 
we {aw in the outer; and the houfehold ftuffof the inner, which 
was the kitchen, was not lefs fimple and feanty. But the kiad 
attention of our hoft, and the hearty welcome we received, more 
than compenfated for the poverty of his lodgings. 

‘s His wife proved an excellent cook; and ferved us with 
fith and game of different forts, and various kinds of heath-bere 
ries, that had been kept fince the laft year. 

«© Whilft we were at dinner in this miferable hut, the gucits 
of a people, with whofe exiftence we had been fcarce ace 
quainted, ard at the extremity of the habitable globe, a folitary, 
half worn-pewter {pooa, whofe fhape was familiar to us, attrac- 
ted our attention: and, on examination, we found it ftamped on 
the back with the word London. I cannot pafs over this cir- 
cumftance in filence, out of gratitude for the many pleafant 
thoughts, the anxious hopes, and remembrances it excited in us. 

«« Thofe who haveexperienced the effects thatlong abfence and 
extreme diftance from their native country produce on the mind, 
will readily conceive the pleafure fuch trifling incidents can give. 
To the philofopher and the politician they may perhaps fuggelt 
reflections of a different nature.” 

After the moft hofpitable treatment, during the courfe of the 
day, Mr. King and his party, who were now to proceed on fledges, 
retired to reft, having previoufly agreed with their conduétors to 
be called up, as foon as the ground was hard enough to bear 
the fledges. Af nine, in the evening, they were awakened by 
the melancholy howling of the dogs,which continued all the time 
the baggage was Jathing upon the fledges ; but, as foon as the 
dogs were yoked, and they were all prepared to fet out, this 
changed into alight cheartul yelping, which entirely ceafed the 
inftant they marched off. 

The body of this fledge is about four feet and a halfiong, 
and a foot wide, made ia the form of acrefcent, of light tough 
wood, ftrongly bound together with wicker-work ; whichin thofe 
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belonging to the better fort of people is elegantly ftained of a 
red and blue colour, and the feat covered with bear-fkins, or other 
furs. It is fupported by four legs, about two feet high, which 
reft on two long flat pieces of wood, five cr fix inches broad, ex- 
tending a foot at each end beyond the body of the fledge. 
Thefe are turned up before in the manner of a fkate, and fhod 
with the bone of fome fea animal. The fore-part of the car- 
riage is ornamented with thongs of leather and taffels of coloared 
cloth; and from the crofs bar, to which the harnefs is joined, 
are hung links of iron, or {mall bells, the jingling of which 
they conceive to be encouraging to the dogs. They are feldom 
ufed to carry more than one perfon at a time, who fits afide, ref. 
ting his feet on the lower part of the fledge, and carrying his 
provifions and other neceffaries, wrapped up in a bundle, behind 
him. ‘The dogs are ufually five in number, yoked twoand two, 
with a leader. The reins not being faftened to the head of the 
dogs, but to the collar, have little power over them, and are 
therefore generally hong upon the fledge, whilft the driver de- 
pends entirely on their obedience to his voice for the direction of 
them. With this view, the leader is always trained up witha 
particular degree of care and attention; fome of them rifing to 
a moft extraordinary value on account of their docility and flea- 
dinefs ; infomuch, that for one of thefe, lam well affured, forty 
roubles (or ten pounds) was no unufual price. The driver is 
alfo provided with a crooked ftick, which anfwers the purpofe 
both of a whip and reins ; as by ftriking it into the fnow, he 
is enabled to moderate the fpeed of the dogs, or even to ftop 
them entirely; and when they are lazy, or otherwife inattentive 
to his voice, he chaftifes them by throwing it at them. Upon 
thefe occafions, their dexterity in picking it up again is very ree 
markable, and forms the principal difficulty of their art. But 
it is indeed not furprifing, that they fhould labour to be fkilful 
in a practice upon which their fafety fo materially depends, 
For they fay, that if the driver fhould happen tolofe his ftick, 
the dogs will inftantly perceive it; and unlefs their leader be of 
the mott fober and refolute kind, they will immediately run 
a-head full fpeed, and never ftop till they are quite fpent. But as 
that will not be the cafe foon, it generally happens, that either 
the carriage is overturned, dathed to picces againf the trees, or 
they hurry down fome precipice, and are all buried in the fnow. 
The accounts that were given us of the {peed of thefe dogs, and 
of their extraordinary patience of hunger and fatigue, were 
icarcely credible, if they had not been fupported by the beft au. 
thority. ** We were indeed,” fays Capt. King, ** ourfeives wit- 
nelles of the great expecition with which the meflenger, who 
9 had 
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had been difpatcled to Bolcheretfk with the news of our arri- 
val, returned to the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, though 
the fnow was, at this time, exceedingly foft. But I was informed 
by the commander of Kamrfchatka, that this journey was gene- 
rally performed in two days anda half; and that he had once 
received an exprefs from the latter place in twenty-three hours, 

«© The dogs are fed, during the winter, on the offals of dried 
and ftinking fith; but are always deprived even of this mifera- 
ble food, a day before they fet out on a journey, and never fuf. 
fered to eat before they reach the end of it. We wercalfo told, 
that it was not unvfual forthem to continue thus failing two entite 
days, in which time they would perform a journey of 120 miles, 
Thefe dogs are, in fhape fomewhat like Pomeranian breed, but 
confiderably larger. 

[Travelling parties are often overtaken with dreadful ftorms 
of fnow, on the approach of which, they drive, with the utmoft 
precipitation, into the neareft wood, and there are obliged to flay, 
till the tempeft, which frequently lafts fix or feven days, is over; 
the dogs remaining all this while quiet and inoffenfive ; except 
that, fometimes, when prefled by hunger, they will devour their 
reins, and the other leathern parts of the harnefs—Hi/ory and 
Defcription of Kamt/chatka, by Kra/chininikof..] 

** As we did not choofe to trait to ourown {kill, we had each 
of us a man to drive and guide the fledge, which, from the itate 
the roads were now in, proved a very laborious bufinefs. For, as 
the thaw had advanced very coniiderably in the vallies, through 
which our road lay, we were under the neceflity of keeping 
along the fide of the hills; and this obliged our guides, who 
were provided with fnow fhoes for that purpofe, to iupport the 
fiedges, on the lower fide, with their fhoulders, for feveral miles 
together. I had a very good humoured Coffack to attend me, 
who was, however, fo very unfkilful in his bufinefs, that we were 
overturned almoft every minute, to the great entertainment of 
the reft of the company. Our party confifted,in all, of ten fledges. 
That in which captain Gore was carried, was made of two lathed 
together, and abundantly provided with furs and bear-fkins; 
it had ten dogs, yoked four abreaft; as had alfo fome of thofe 
that were heavy laden with baggage. 

«¢ When we had proceeded about four miles, it began to rain ; 
which, added to the darknefs of the night, threw us all into con- 
fufion. It was at laft agreed, that we fhould remain, where we 
were, till day-light; and accordingly we came to anchor in the 
{now (for I cannot better exprefs the manner in which the fledges 
were fecured), and wrapping ourfelves up in our furs, waited pa- 
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tiently for the morning. About three o’clock we were called on 
tofet out, our guides being abprehenfive, thatifwe waited longer, 
we might be flopped by the thaw, and neither be able to pro- 
ceed, nortoreturn, After encountering many difficulties, which 
were principally occafioned by the bad condition of the road, at 
we in the afternoon, we got fafe to an Ottrog, called Natcheekin, 
fituated on the fide of a ftream, which falls into the Bolchoireka, 
a little way below the town. The diftance between Karatchin 
and Natcheekin is thirty-eight werits (or twenty-five miles) ; and 
had the hard froft continued, we fhould not, by that account, 
have been more than four hours in performing it ; but the faow 
was fo foft, that the dogs, aimoft at every flep, funk up to their 
bellies; and I was indeed much furprifed at their being at all 
able to overcome the difficulties of fo fatiguing a journcy. 

«* At Natcheekin we were received in the fame hofpitable 
manner, as at Karatchin ; and in the afternoon we went to vifit 
a remarkable hot fpring, near this village. We faw, at fome 
diftance, the fteam rifing from it, as from a boiling chaldron ; 
and as we approached, perceived the air had a ftrong fulphure- 
ous fmell. ‘The main {pring forms a bafon of about three feet 
in diameter ; befides which, there are anumber of leffer {prings, 
of the fame Cegree of heat, in the adjacent ground ; fo that the 
whole fpot, to the extent of near an acre, was fohot, that we 
could not ftand two minutes jathe fame place. ‘The water flow- 
ing from thefe fprings is collected in a {mall bathing pond, and 
afterwards forms a littlerivulet ; which, at the diftance of about 
an hundred and fifty yards, falilsinto the river. The bath, they 
told us, had wrought great cures in feveral diforders, fach as 
rheumatifms, fwelled and contracted joints, and fcorbutic ulcers. 
In the bathing-place the thermometer ftood at 100 degrees, or 

lood heat ; but in the fpring, after beingimmesied twominutes, 
it was one degree above boiling {pirits. ‘The thermometer in 
the air, at this time, was 34 degrees; in the river 40 degrees ; 
and in the Toin’s houfe 04 degrees, ‘The ground where thefe 
{prings break out, is on a gentle afcent; behind which there is 
a green hill of a moderate fize. 1 am forry I was not fufficiently 
dkilled in botany to examine the plants, which feemed to thrive 
here with great luxuriance ; the wild garlic, indeed, forced ite 
felfon our notice, and was at this time {pringing up very vie 
gaoully. 


[To be continued. J 
Aifwer, 
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Aunfurr, by Taffo, of Briftel, to Arion’s enigmatical Lift of 
Heatben Gods and Goddeffes, inferted March 8, 1784. 


1. Janus. 6. Hymen, 
2. Pomona, | 7. Pluto. 
3- Diana. 8. Cupid. 
4+ Morpheus. | g- Thetis, 
5- Vulcan. 





Anfwer, by Tafo, of Briftol, to §. M.O.’s Anagram, inferted 
May 16. 


MER, ROME, dear fir, with MORE, 
With eafe your anagram explore. 


+§t We have received the like anfwer from R. Cuming, 
of Modbury. 





— 


4A QUESTION, by T. Sleeman, of Newton-Abbot. 


HERE is a cafk in the form of the fruftum of a {phe 
riod; the excefsof the bung above the head diameter 

is 3.5inches, its length 40 inches, and content 134.1 35626 
ale gallons, Required the diagonal line, and bung and 
head diameters feverally ; alfothe 2 contained between 


the diagonal Jine and bung diameter. 





dz ANAGRAM, éy J. Macey, Funior, of Rattery. 


Tragedy if you tranfpofe, 
A townin Kentit will difclofe. 


hie ebb Gb reer eee 


Our corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffis, &Fe. 
are defired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
muff not expect to fee what they fend inferted. 


POETRY. 














POETRY, 


INVOCATION «0 the EVENING STAR. 


OW twilight from ftupendoas rocks defcends ; 
With dufky clouds, the deep’ning fhadows fall ; 
And now the toil of fwain and plowman ends, 
And now the milk-maid flies the ivy’d wall, 


Far nave I walk’d, much farther have to go, 
Nor atthe length of way do I repine, 

If thou, fair Hefper, thy fheen circlet fhow, 
If thou tolight my darkling foot-fteps fhine, 


The glow- worm trails his fpangles on the thorn ; 
The too kind bat now flits on plumelets wing : 
Againft my face the beetle’s rudely borne, 
And hark! I hear the diftant curfew ring. 


Long, Jong I mourn’d my too, too haplefs fate 

Long watch’d the moment care would me reprieve 3 
Fate {mil’d at laft, care fet me free, though late: 

O trim your golden lamp, bright eye of eve ! 


Now at his homely mefs the peafant fmiles, 
Smiling his wife and children fit around ; 

And now with tale and fong the night beguiles, 
Now yawning finks to fleep, now fleeps profound, 


In vain faint hunger calls for freth fupplies, 
I’}] triumph o’er faint hunger’s irkfome call : 
And fleep attempts in vain to feal my eyes, 
If thou, bright orb, illume life’s fable pall, 


Now 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 167 


Now nature feems as curtain’d from my eyes 5 
[ range uncertain—I no path can fee: 
O, firft and faireft lamp of ev’ning! rife, 
And more than all the ftars I’ll honour thee. 
ALEXIS. 





Jo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


6 fe following lines were written fome years ago by a 
worthy clergyman, on occafion of fome fifhermen having 
found the body of a beautiful young lady, who had been drowned 
from a fhipwreck, and which they were preparing to bury on 
the beach, where they were feen by the clergyman, who begged 
the body, and having made a fmall collection, it was properly 
interred in the church-yard at Brixham,near Dartmouth. Your 
inferting them in your Entertainer will oblige, 
Your’s, &c, 


A. B. 





NOR fhall the mufe, to melting forrows prone, 
Her flowing tribute at thy fhrine fufpend, 

In whom fome parent may a daughter moan, 
Some infant wail a mother and a friend. 


But ftop! oh ftop the facrilegious hand, 

Nor this fair corpfe from hallow’d rites withhold 5 
Blu, ye barbarians of a Chriftian land, 

Nor be this tale to your difhonour told! 


A little pittance fure amongf the juft, 
The claimant hand of charity may raife, 
To lay this haplefs beauty in the daft, 
Whofe cold remaias excited all our praife. 


”Tis done—with joy the hallow’d bell I hear; 
The willing prieft with pious care attends, 
Pays the laft duties o’er her humble bier, 
And duft to duft, til! Heav’n’s call, commends. 


Unknown 
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Unknown thy name, thy charaéter unknown, 
Yet ret fair faintin filent glory here ; 

Thy grave unmark’d by epitaph or ftone, 
May bloom with rofes to embalm the year. 


E’en this frail monument, devoutly rais’d 
(If humbleft verfe a monument can give), 

When marks of grandeur are by time eras’d, 
Shall bid thy fame in pity’s volume live. 








S O N.N E T. 


ASTE, a rofy wreath prepare, 
With a foft enchanting grace, 
Bind it round my Ella’s hair, 
Let it deck her lovely face. 


Cull the choiceft flow’rs that grow, 
Lillies of the faireft hue, 

Rofes that on Ida blow, 
Woodbine pleafing to the view. 


Let the blue-bell find a place, 
Edwin’s conftancy to prove ; 

And the willow’s pliant grace, 
Emblem of defpairing love. 


Now the flow’ry wreath’s complete, 
Love forbids a longer ftay ; 
Lay it at my fair one’s feet ; 
Gentle zephyrs hafte away. 
EDWIN. 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
Epitaph in the Church-Yard, of Bifley, Gloucefter feires 
[Communicated by CiytTinus.] 

OBER and godly was the life, 
Of him that lies interred here ; 


He loved all, but moft his wife, 
And fo he’s happy none need fear, 














